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First, I would like to thank Professor Biancorosso for his kind remarks.  
I would like to take this opportunity to share some of my thoughts with you. 
 
The background:  the conservatory is a product originating in the 19th century, however after over 200 years, the concept of conservatory training has not changed that significantly:  the traditional format that an apprentice learns from a master, then the apprentice becomes a master who goes on to play recitals, was not questioned for generations.  However, the time and society we live in have changed drastically over the years. In the West, classical music has witnessed a decline, while in East Asia, especially China, classical western music is highly regarded as a cultural status symbol and thriving in comparison to the West.  From the millions of children who study an instrument in China, there are now many Chinese musicians playing in top orchestras, chamber ensembles, and concert soloists; and a few who have attained international celebrity status.  Despite these figures, the question we need to ask ourselves is: how are we doing with our music educational system in China?

From my own experience - I, myself am a product of conservatory training– from middle school, high school and college at the SH Conservatory and then the Paris Conservatoire.   But not until I arrived in the US when I took graduate courses in music history and music theory as requirements, did I realize how behind I was as a musician.  I had gone through many years at the conservatoire, but playing mainly by feeling and intuition.  I was inspired by the wonderful scholars, with whom I took a number of classes, such as the musicologist, James Hepokoski and music theorist, David Damschroder.

As I was envisioning the “birth” of SUSM, I knew clearly how important it would be to nourish not only our students’ talent in performance, but also to integrate music history and theory study with music performance -- to educate a complete musician.  Chinese and Asian musicians in general, have been viewed as imitators with great technique, but without real understanding of musical form, harmony, and musical styles.  I wanted to hire excellent and active scholars who would inspire students in the classroom, to make music history and theory interesting and relevant to performance.  I want the SUSM faculty to be composed of intellectually-informed performers and artistically-stimulated scholars.

The old stigmas such as, “only German understand Beethoven”; “only French know how to play Debussy”…  I hope will disappear in time.  The world today is so interconnected -- bringing artist-scholar-teachers from all over the world to Suzhou plants the “seeds” of this international music garden.  Many Chinese students plan to study abroad, but at SUSM, we create a culture and educational experience that is unique in China so that students can learn at home not necessarily studying abroad.  A career in music has never been an easy path, especially in these times.  Our first class graduates in 2017 – by opening their minds to the world of ideas and cultures, our faculty strive to prepare them to face the challenges of a musician in the 21st century.

Thank you and I welcome your questions, opinions and thoughts. 
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